

September 22, 2002 – Commander’s Report – Pender Island Squadron

Summer is once again a past memory! Our members took several Cruises along the coast of Beautiful British Columbia this summer and we hope everyone had a ‘Safe & Fun Packing Cruising Season’!

With being VISD Safe Boating Officer – I wish to hear from you about any incident, which occurred during the cruising season. CPS will be recognizing, with an Award, someone who has exceptionally assisted a boater in trouble. The person nominated does not have to be a CPS member but may not be employed for Search & Rescue purposes. 

Our Bridge managed to take some time off to enjoy the summer months. We got back into action with providing games for the 2002 VISD Gathering at Otter Bay Marina. Everyone who attended had a wonderful time and it was great to see so many from all VISD Squadrons with guests from VIND and the USA. Would like to give our thanks and appreciation to the VISD Bridge for another successful event – especially to D/C Peter and D/Lt./C Don Lassey for their excellent ‘cooking skills’!

Pender Island Squadron would like to put forward a suggestion for the Games portion of the Gathering. ‘Potluck Games’ – one game per Squadron – must supply rules and point system, plus set up and look after the game. Innovation is the key – as more then one type of game could prove to be embarrassing!!! While some may think that one should keep track of what is coming to a potluck – it may prove to be more exciting if it was a surprise for everyone – if we get five games of croquet – so be it - they most likely will all have different rules! District to supply prizes and the D/C presentation of prizes. Overall should be coordinated by District Exec or Admin. Officers re a list of games forthcoming.
Our Fall Fair was a ‘fun-packed’ event as per usual and we received an excellent response to our Safe Boating information and overwhelming interest in our upcoming Courses, which began in September. We have a full Boating Course once again this year with 15 students. Three students registered for Piloting and six for the Fundamentals of Weather. Galiano’s Boating Course will have a later start.

Membership has remained stable from last year with 69 members – any downturn (6) in membership was a result of transfer of membership to other squadrons,

Sara J. Steil - CDR

