Environmental Officer Report




September 22, 2002
· We have Squadron Environmental Officers on the Bridge in all but Juan De Fuca and Saltspring Island Squadrons, unless they have found someone to take the position and I am not aware of it. I have made contact with and supplied the Position Description and other information to all the new officers.

· The “Guide to Green Boating” pamphlets have been reprinted and I will soon have copies for the Boating Class students. I have again encouraged the Squadron Environmental Officers to personally spend about 15 minutes with the Boating Class students to emphasize and review environmental issues, answer any questions, and hand out the guides.

· On October 15, I will attend a meeting in Vancouver of the Green Boating Workgroup. This group meets 3 or 4 times a year to discuss issues and share information that affects the boating community. The meeting is chaired by the DFO, and has members from other Provincial and Federal Agencies, Environmental Groups, Yacht Clubs, Marinas, and Power Squadrons.

· Fish farm update. On September 12th, 2002, the seven-year moratorium on new fish farm tenures was officially lifted. This decision was made despite the DFO’s own scientists conclusion that the newly introduced waste management regulation for aquaculture will not adequately protect marine habitat. The Provincial Scientific Advisory Group also doesn’t agree with the approach of this regulation. For more information on this issue, go to the Georgia Strait web page.

· The Orca Pass International Stewardship Area continues to chug along, with over 8000 signatures to date from scientists, governments and the business community. There is a new booklet out on this proposal.

Respectfully submitted,

D/ Lt. George Winn

Environmental Officer

